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Resounding win for Amanda Hay

After years of dedicated work for the community Amanda has been recognized for her efforts by a stunning 57% first round election win in Tamborine Mountain’s Division One by-election.  Her work in several community organisations including as co-ordinator of several Springtime on the Mountain festivals for the garden club and assisting residents with land valuations has been widely acknowledged.

However it is her work as secretary of the Tamborine Mountain Progress Association which has provided the experience and honed the skills which the community has recognised as essential to protect our unique environmental semi-rural lifestyles.  

Years of lively debating of mountain issues at TMPA general meetings result in accumulated knowledge.  That these meetings include a “Councillor Comments” segment and discussions include issues pertaining to the whole Scenic Rim region widen this knowledge fund.

Amanda has been corresponding with Council (CEO, Councillors).   She has asked leading questios, pointed out inconsistencies, advised other Councillors, attended Council meetings or listened to recordings of same.  She has appeared in the Planning & Environment Court on behalf of residents. 

Not understood was why the Greens competing candidate (supported by the Federal Greens Party) listed Amanda last on her How to Vote card.  (See attached letter to Senator Waters).  What the Green vote did show was that there were many voters, whilst not understanding how to achieve environmental benefit here, they also were against urbanization of the plateau.  
The day after results were declared, Amanda attended her first Council meeting and was thus able to inject meaningful comment on a number of agenda items, particularly the controversial Nature Based Tourism segment and its potential adverse impact forTamborine Mountain.

Nature Based Tourism   
Currently, Scenic Rim Regional Council’s media spin in local papers is that “Scenic Rim is well placed to become Queensland’s leading destination for nature-based tourism following Council’s adoption at its recent Ordinary Meeting (18/4/23) of a strategy to ensure the region’s natural beauty is protected for the enjoyment of residents and visitors.”
The problem here is that whilst mention is made of aligning with other strategies, a comprehensive review, workshops, plus the contribution of variou entities including representative of key economic sectors, the strategy presents as though Tamborine Mountain does not exist.  
Amanda Hay (as our new Division One representative) voted against accepting this strategy as “there is no real plan to mitigate the impacts already evident and yet to emerge”.  All other councillors voted to confirm this strategy which no doubt will keep the bureaucrats in work for the next 10 years.   
This is a 2023-2032 strategy being developed by the bureaucrat section of Council.  It seeks to expand visitations, create local jobs and widen business opportunities.  The report presented to the Council meeting of 18th April stated it was the leader in this area having doubled visitor growth, increased the region’s economy and improved lifestyle.  
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However, the figures quoted pale to insignificance when compared to Tamborine Mountain.  Doubled the visitor numbers? - the Strategy anticipates attracting relatively small visitor numbers (285,000 and obviously to the west), but not mentioned are the already 1.5 million plus annual Tamborine Mountain visitations.  Gallery Walk has attracted loads of visitors for many decades.  Businesses have long been geared to servicing the environment attracted tourists.

Improved lifestyle?   We have been battling in the Planning & Environment court several large inappropriate development applications which have threatened not only immediate neighbours but the broad attractive character of the mountain.  Resident responses to these applications have rested on local values embedded in the planning scheme.  

Hopelessly uninformed Council town planners who have not made the transition from private practice to local government have cozied up to developers and are setting precedents which will urbanize the very character which has made Tamborine Mountain the most visited day destination in South East Queensland.  
A TMPA survey over a long weekend some years ago found that 92% of the 1.5 million annual visitors arrived here because of the environment.  12% came from overseas – mainly in hired cares from the Gold Coast.  It is a key tenet in the State’s economy.
It is in the definition of Nature Based Tourism that the Strategy is really weak.  Whilst a short mention is made of problems for Tamborine Mountain there is nothing there to address this. 
At the Council meeting one General Managers explained in length what a difficult task they faced defining Nature Based Tourism.  Immersion in nature could mean lots of things such as a drive to Tamborine Mountain for lunch, or stopping at a motel on one’s way to a national park.  Further, Council  needs to speak with other levels of government, thus the definition also has to align with those used by the State and Federal governments.  Apparently all this requires 10 years to work out.
Whilst several councillors including Amanda outlined the obvious problems for Tamborine Mountain and other areas especially where planning was concerned, the mayor pointed out that the strategy and planning were separate issues and should be dealt with separately.  

This is an alarming situation for Tamborine Mountain.  As a scenic area attracting extreme development pressure anything can be claimed as Nature Based Tourism.  Already we have Onsens.  There remains nothing to enlighten Council planners that Tamborine Mountain residents are firmly resisting urbanization and in “local government” their views should carry weight.  And with the door wide open for “Nature Based Tourism” more inappropriate development applications are bound to follow.     (See attached “Planing autocracy”}
After a lengthy session at the Council meeting, no real plan to mitigate impacts had emerged.   Amanda was the only councillor to vote against adopting such a deficient Strategy.   All other councillors approved a weak Strategy for bureaucrats to work on for the next ten years. 
Eagles Retreat Place, 1-11 Witherby Crescent
Whilst Amanda has settled the developer’s costs, TMPAs situation is not concluded.  As a community organisation, responses need to come through its general meetings.  Following the despatch of last month’s treasurer’s report listing our bank balance we are waiting on further correspondence from the developer.  Income comes in via memership subscriptions and about $100 a month for the Scout empty bottle collection scheme.  As stated in the media our finances need to cover the auditor and post office box annual fees.  All excess monies are funnelled off to community organisations.  Appeals are funded by the community.     The situation with Council’s costs is less clear.   Questions need to be answered & discussion is cotinuing both with Amanda and TMPA.
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Gillespie/Onsens development on 715 Main Western Rd

This development application was lodged in April, 1921.   It followed a pre-lodgment meeting with Council planners in November 2020.  An appeal was lodged by the developer in July 2022.  After a long winded progression through the court system, the developer applied for a Minor Change on 1st March this year.  This was granted.  
Thanks to the generous response from residents to the GO FUND ME flyer delivered to all letter boxes, this money ($16,000) has now been spent securing a firm base for TMPA to proceed in this action.  

We engaged Colin Biggers & Paisley, a recommended legal firm, to set the groundwork.  Their professionalism, help and support cannot be praised highly enough.  They dealt with all the legal letters, gave us advice whenever asked, provided templates for us to just fill out & send and step by step advice on how to proceed further.   After this groundwork and mindful of our limited funds, they have now withdrawn from the case.   Understandably, their costs were very high, but because TMPA is an environmental organization, this firm generously donated pro bono most of their bill for their services.

This firm also located a town planning expert who can formulate a submission which aligns with our objection to the development.   He has already set out his submission and he will be fronting court with his views.  The flyer funds have also paid for his services to date.
The town planner has reviewed the lodged Minor Change and has reconfirmed his position that the application should be refused.

The issue of a Minor Change which doesn’t make any real difference in the proposal is one way a determined developer can state this is now a new application to which there are no objections.   This is how TMPA was ambushed in the Eagles Retreat Place, Witherby Cr. case.  The judge confirmed this agreeing with the developer’s barrister that residents were now happy with the proposal!. It was at this stage that Council also agreed.  Not known to TMPA was whether any discussions between the two sets of lawyers took place.    .  
What we now know has to happen is that court respondents have to re-affirm their objections to the now “new” development proposal.  

By 10th May the Appellant is to provide parties his now position  Then by 19th May Council’s lawyers & co-respondents must respond if any changes are required.  A review in court will be held on 24th May to develop a time frame for Experts to meet, then Joint Experts Reports to come in, etc.  No doubt this appeal will last a long time, as usual.  
Young Street cabins development applications
This is another “Nature Based Tourism” application based on cabins and overnight accommodation.  Here, the undefined broad definition can cover the view, or even just a clump of native trees.  It is located in the Rural Zone – Rural Escarpment Protection Precinct on the eastern escarpment.  This has similar slip problems as the now approved Eagles Retreat Place development and once again threatens a very quiet residential neighbourhood. Two hundred residents objected with two for the development.  
As part of its assessment Council requested an external peer review for the wastewater proposal and geotechnical assessment so an extension for any decision was extended till 21st April, 2023.  
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The 1,500 page additional information provided to council did not add anything of real interest that is considered to get the development application “over the line”.   One interesting interpretation of the setback requirements is that if the adjoining property owner did not build their dwelling right on the minimum setback allowed, say an extra 10m further away from the boundary, the developer should be allowed to add the extra setback from that property onto their own to achieve their minimum setback! 

This development application has received a further extension, so no Council decision has yet been made. 
Short Term Accommodation and Function Facility, Cook Road

This prominently placed concrete bunker is on the agenda for the next Council meeting and is recommended for approval.   Eaglebrook residents are extremely concerned that this will have severe impacts on their downslope land, especially effluent disposal and stormwater damage.  

These development proposals illustrate an “us and them” situation with Council backing inapropriate development applications despite strong community objections which don’t align with Council’s pre-determined position.  

Council today is an abstract entity basking in impressive sounding  strategies and departmental titles such  “Lets’s Talk”, all the while remaining actively deaf to resident responses.   As well as being evident on Tamborine Mountain consider the plight of Beaudesert residents.  In a disgraceful display of Council versus residents, Council, employing top silk. won an appeal against the Heritage Listing of the Pig and Calf saleyards. This self-serving Council wants this site for an extended car park for its “George Street hub”.
In the April edition of Legal Knowledge Matters, “The Planning & Environment Court of Queensland has held that a saleyard in Beaudesert should not be entered on the Queensland Heritage Register as it does not meet the relevant criteria. The Court held that the saleyard does not demonstrate Queensland’s history or cultural heritage, and does not have a special association with a particular community”. 

Beaudesert for many decades was the centre for the meat industry in South East Queensland.   Anecdotal evidence is that job seeking young couples moved to Beaudesert in the 50’s and 60’s and of course later.  The men worked in the meat processing works whilst the women worked in the offices.   This industry was sold in the 90’s and moved to Ipswich.  
Until Council clapped its eyes onto an extension to The Hub and stopped the operator’s licence to operate, the saleyards provided a much welcomed meeting place for the regions many farmers and others attracted by these lively farm events.  
So who was the Council officer who instructed Council lawyers that there was no special association with a particular community, let alone nothing of cultural heritage here?
We have a Council adrift from its many distinctive communities.   You can’t buld up Scenic Rim shire by destroying its foundations.  

With the election of Amanda Hay as Division One representative, and by following the resident related philosophical tradition of ex-Councillors Swanborough and Waistell, the flame of democracy bravely flickers on, at least on Tamborine Mountain.
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