Council absolves itself from blame

The Hyacinth development drew media attention soon after questions were being raised by the Tamborine Mountain Progress Association, community members and the Tamborine Mountain Councillor (early 2008).

At lengthy discussions with Mayor John Brent, TMPA and others urged the Mayor to seek an independent opinion.

In the Beaudesert Times dated 4th June, 2008, the headline read “Review clears Beaudesert Shire Council”.  The article stated that “a council commissioned independent review into the former Beaudesert Shire Council’s actions over the Tamborine Mountain Bird Gardens development…..found it acted within its authority”.    Also, “Scenic Rim Regional Council voted to receive and note the report during a closed meeting”.   Mayor John Brent acknowledged the community’s concern but was satisfied due process had been followed.

No independent review took place.

In the Gold Coast Bulletin dated 15th August, 2008, Mayor John Brent is quoted as saying “each development application change was published, alerting residents…”    This is misleading, as there was no avenue for public response at any stage.  The “minor changes” precluded this.    
The 2006 development application for change included an exotic bird sanctuary (next to a National Park).    In the planner’s report recommending approval this was deemed “minor” as “it would not disadvantage any potential objector”.   Tamborine Mountain is famous for its native bird life and has a long established bird watching organization.    It is an Important Bird Area (IBA) according to Birdlife International.
The case went to Court in August, 2009 after a year of continuous expensive court-related activity.   Just before the first Court session, all Council could come up with was that it would not defend the case in court, but would “abide by the decision of the court”.     One did not need to be a rocket scientist- or even “intellectually enabled” (a quote from Mayor Brent re Tamborine Mountain residents) – to figure out what Council thought its chances were.   A last minute “executive decision” to defend the case was taken.        The result was one big mess.

After spending $280,000 of ratepayer funds unnecessarily and winning a 43-lot subdivision unwanted by both the developer & TMPA, Council proceeded to claim victory for the whole sorry affair.

In both the Gold Coast Bulletin (5/1/09) and the Beaudesert Times (4/11/09), Mayor John Brent is quoted at length  -  “the responsibility for the Council’s expenditure on legal representation lays squarely at the feet of the Progress Association”  and “there is potential for a higher level of intensification than approved by the former Beaudesert Shire Council”.    This could not have happened had Council acted responsibly and stuck to its own guidelines.  
In the Beaudesert Times article the Mayor made another of his empty misleading statements.  “During this whole saga, there has been a campaign by certain parties to misrepresent the facts in local community newsletters”.  No misrepresentations or any such evidence was ever produced.  TMPA and its (editorially independent) Tamborine Mountain News made regular updates on the Hyacinth case.   Everything was reported accurately according to the information at the time.  All editions of Tamborine Mountain News are available for scrutiny.  

Clearly Council’s court expenditure was to save face after ignoring all the well meaning advice  proffered earlier by a variety of people and TMPA..
Understandably, the decision of Judge Wilson in the Planning and Environment Court regarding the high profile Hyacinth case drew much media comment.  The Courier Mail was interested, as it was receiving enquiries from small communities across Australia similarly threatened by unwanted gross development.   The David & Goliath battle drew sympathizers nation wide. 
